Barton Turf and Irstead Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7pm

Attendance: Glenn Neave -Chair (GN), Martin Mills (MM), Doreen Dean (DD), Helen McFadyen (HM), Neil Sanderson (NS)

1. To receive apologies for absence
· Apologies received from Nicola Ledain (clerk), Phil Drake, Andrew Wilton,
· In the absence of Clerk, Helen McFadyen acted as minutes secretary.
2. To receive any declarations of Councillors Interests	
· There were no interests declared
3. To approve and sign minutes of 12th May 2026
· The minutes were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the chair.
4. Review of action list items not covered in following ongoing matters
· Councillors to check their declaration of interests with NNDC- proceeding
· Benches- ongoing
· Sam 2 Upgrade- no further information available
· Policies to go on website – still outstanding
· Highways engineer visit – still outstanding

5. Reports 
· No reports have been received from County, District Councillors or the Police.
· Charities – No report on other matters. Black shed update later in meeting.

6. To receive updates on ongoing matters
· Wildlife working party – some cutting of foliage has been undertaken with a great ongoing community involvement in the maintenance. The ponds are starting to dry out with the lack of rain but still have water in at present.
· Black Shed update – No further works will proceed until the Parish Council financial statement has been finalised.  The chairman has 2 electrical works quotes and 2 building works quotes.  
 A feedback report for the community grant has been requested – DD will complete an outcome statement.
· NWT regarding gravel Holes – NS to meet Norfolk Wildlife Trust and Norfolk Ponds representative.
· New Victory Hall -DD reported that all is working well at the hall with a good number of private Hire events. The feasibility study about additional solar panels has been put on hold due to the unfortunate death of the landowner.




7. Re- election of Gay’s Staithe Trustees

2 representatives of Barton Turf & Irstead Parish, 2 representatives Neatishead Parish and 1 co-opted member make up the Trustees committee.
Glenn Neave and Chris Dockerty were elected to represent the BT & I Parish.
GN reported that the current agreement with the Broads Authority for their lease of part of the Staithe is due renewal in 2028. The current committee would prefer to 
re-negotiate the lease to include the whole of the Staithe.  Clarification of the title deeds is being undertaken and when completed, the trustees will put a proposal to the Broads Authority for consideration.

8. Meeting with Steff Aquarone regarding mobile phone signal

HM joined an online meeting hosted by Steff Aquarone our N Norfolk MP regarding the poor mobile phone signal around the N Norfolk area. It was apparent from those at the meeting that the signal in not just poor in many areas of N Norfolk but the whole of the county and unavailable in certain areas. The many consequences of unreliable signal to individuals, businesses, banking, virtual GP appointments, tourism and more were highlighted and Steff has promised to contact the Secretary of State regarding what government action can be taken. Steff will also contact the major network providers to ask them to update their network maps of signal strength and ask what they will do to rectify the situation.
HM will keep the Council updated.

9. Correspondence
None in writing.
A verbal conversation was had with a resident of Barton Turf regarding selling their property and having issues with the buyers’ lawyers regarding the historic drainage of their septic tank into one of The Common ponds.
The Council have responded that if a more modern system is required then the Environment agency, NNDC planning and lease with the Charity of the common will need contacting.  GN will contact these departments for information.

10. Highways issues
The Council hereby advises residents to contact the Norfolk Highways department directly on their on-line portal to report any potholes. The more reports of issues made may prompt speedier repairs.

11. Finance
In the absence of the Clerk the current financial statements, invoices and end of year accounts were not available for this meeting. 
The bank balances to date are:
PC Current account - £11901.71
PC Savings account - £2658.77

The Council will ensure that all current outstanding invoices that have been approved will be paid accordingly.



12. Planning 
No planning notices have been received.

13. Items for next agenda
None 


The meeting then continued in private with the general public being asked to leave.

14. The Acknowledgement of the resignation of the clerk
The Parish Council acknowledged the resignation of Nicola Ledain as Clerk to the parish, dated 1st July 2026 with one month’s notice. 
The Council pledged to continue to the best of their ability, the smooth running of the Parish Council until a new Clerk is appointed.
The Council appointed an employment committee to oversee the recruitment of a new Clerk.

15. Date of next meeting: - Tuesday 15th September 2026 7pm at the New Victory Hall 


There being no further business the meeting was closed.







