
Signed   

Barton Turf and Irstead Parish Council  
  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 22 July 2025 at 7pm 
  

Attendance: Glenn Neave (GN) – Chair, Helen McFadyen (HM), Doreen Dean (DD), Phil Drake 

(PD) and Neil Sanderson (NS) 
  

Also present: Nicola Ledain – clerk 
 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Martin Mills and District Councillor Nigel Dixon.  

 

2. Declarations of Councillors’ interests  

There were no interests declared.   
   

3. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 May 2025 were agreed and signed by the Chair.   

 

4. Reports 

a. To receive updates from County / District Councillors 

Cllr Price reported that an LGR proposal will be submitted to government on 26th 

September for a single unitary authority as it was believed that a single unitary option 

was the most efficient South Norfolk would propose two unitary authorities and the other 

six district councils would propose three unitary authorities. The mayoral election for 

devolution would be May 2026. 

He also reported that there was a new funding Norfolk community fund up to £2500 for 

community projects. He currently had committed his share however there would be 

another couple of weeks to submit a proposal to him for a share of the fund.  

He highlighted that there were only a few days left to reply to the Defra Flood Funding 

consultation.  

 

b. To receive updates from the Police 

i. The recent newsletter had been circulated via email.  
 

c. To receive a report from Barton Turf Community Charities 
i. A charity meeting would be convened to look specifically at the finances and 

projected spend / income.   
 

5. To receive updates on ongoing matters:  

a. Wildlife Working Party 

i. There would be a meeting in the next couple of weeks. It was reported that the 

ponds were a bit dry but overall were fine. There has also been evidence of 

badgers on the common, as well as a wasp spider. There was still some 

concern that feeding the ducks was causing a problem with duck weed and it 

was noted that a lot of money had been spent on the project to try and get great 

crested newts on the common. Encouraging the ducks meant that they are 

polluting the water and were eating the newts.   
   

b. Black Shed Update 
i. There had been no more recent work on the Black Shed. There had been a 

recent discussion regarding the surroundings of the drain and it would hopefully 

be resolved by the next meeting. The chair reported that the car park had been 
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resurfaced and the whole area had been tidied up. It looked very neat. A thank 

you note would be sent to Cox’s boatyard.  

ii. It was suggested that the fund recently advertised by Cllr Price would fund 

insulation for the black shed which would cost approximately £700. DD would 

liaise with RP regarding the Norfolk Community Fund.     
 

c. New Victory Hall Update 

DD reported that following a half year review in June, finances were looking healthy 

despite having to spend £12k on barge boards, and £1k on the audio system with a new 

switch box. Regardless, she reported that the hire charges would remain the same for 

2026. However, it was noted that extra fundraising needed to happen in order to balance 

the books and the outgoings were not completely funded by the hire charges. Socially, it 

had been a relatively quiet summer intentionally as other community events were 

happening. There would be a ceilidh on 27th July. It was also hoped that National 

Theatre productions would be played on a big screen in the hall.    

 

 

6. Correspondence  

The council had received correspondence from the Neatishead, Irstead and Barton Turf 

Community Heritage Group advertising an exhibition to commemorate the 80th anniversary of 

VJ day on Sunday 17th August, 2-5pm.   

 

7. Highways 

a. The council noted reports of pond water being tested by an outside agency. GN would 

contact Anglian Water using helpful contact information from Cllr Price.   

b. It was noted that the pot holes on Berry Hall Road. PD to send photos to NL to forward 

onto highways engineer and explain the issues and what needs to happen.  

c. There were loose chippings on The Common (formerly known as Common Road), 

Barton Turf and councillors asked if highways could sweep the area. NL would report it 

on the website.   

d. The noticeboard at Pennygate needs a coat of varnish, PD volunteered to do.  
 

 

8. To consider a creation of off road parking area opposite Lavendar Cottage, Hall Road, 

Barton Turf 

It was reported that a layby had been artificially created opposite Lavendar Cottage from works 

from City Fibre etc. This layby was now being used to sell cars from. The situation would be 

monitored.  

 

9. Irstead Staithe 

It was reported that the cherry tree on the staithe had potentially died. It would be left until next 

spring to allow it to bloom again.  

 

10. Finance 

a. The financial statement was noted. 

b. The following payments were agreed for the parish council and would be paid via bacs: 

• Nicola Ledain – clerk salary £281.56 (June) + £281.56 (July) = £53.12 + £5 per 

month working from home allowance = £573.12 

• HMRC Q1: £211.20 

• Countrystyle: £15.00 

• Jed Stone – grass cutting at the Staithe: £180.00 

c. The following payments were agreed for the Charities and would be paid via bacs: 
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• Countrystyle: £39.00 

d. The end of year accounts were agreed.  

 

11. Planning 

a. Council had RESOLVED via email NO OBJECTIONS for application BA/2025/0171 – 

erection of lean-to greenhouse, Irstead Hall, Shoals Road 

b. Council had RESOLVED via email NO OBJECTIONS on application BA/2025/0147 for 

application replacement of 102m of existing timber quay heading with new quay heading 

c. RV/25/1397 – RAF Neatishead Radio Transmitter Masts, Smallburgh Road, Barton Turf 

– Council RESOLVED NO OBJECTIONS.   

 

12. Items for next agenda or for Communities Charity meeting 

 
 

13. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 16 September 2025 

 

Meeting ended at 20.45pm 

 

ACTIONS 
 

Item Number Action By Whom 

5bi DD to liaise with RP regarding community 
fund 

DD 

7 GN to contact Anglian Water  

7 NL to report loose chippings  

7 PD to send NL photos of Berry Hall Road  

7 PD to varnish noticeboard  

   

  


