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Barton Turf and Irstead Parish Council  
  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 January 2025 at 7pm 
  

Attendance: Glenn Neave – Chair (GN), Helen McFadyen (HM), Doreen Dean (DD), Neil 

Sanderson (NS), Andrew Wilton (AW) and Philip Drake (PD) 
  

Also present: Nicola Ledain – clerk  
 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Martin Mills.  

 

2. Declarations of Councillors’ interests  

There were no interests declared.   

   

3. Minutes of the last meeting 

a) The minutes of the meeting held on 26 November 2024 were agreed and signed by the 

Chair.  

b) The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14 January 2025 were agreed and signed by 

the Chair subject to altering the amount of scaffolding to £2-3k.  

  

4. Reports 

a. To receive updates from County / District Councillors 

i. Cllr Richard Price reported that the BFI Flood meeting was arranged for 20th 

February 2025 at 7.15pm at New Victory Hall.   

ii. A devolution deal which had been considered by the last Government and was on 

the verge of being agreed before the general elections occurred had since been 

abolished by the new Labour Government. However they now had their own view 

of devolution and Local Government Reform (LGR) and as such at an 

extraordinary Council and Cabinet meeting at Norfolk County Council, it was 

agreed that Norfolk would apply to be on the priority programme for a devolution 

deal. The only current offer available from central Government was to become a 

mayoral unitary authority combined with Suffolk. Only 15 places were available 

on the priority programme and 18 councils had applied. A condition of this would 

be that the local elections planned for 2025 would be delayed. Following on from 

devolution, LGR would take place.  

iii. An extraction licence had been applied by Nuttall for water from the chalk beds 

under the broads in places such as Martham, Horsey, Potter Heigham and St 

Bennetts. Further information would be circulated.      

 

b. To receive updates from the Police 

There was no update.  
 

c. To receive a report from Barton Turf Community Charities  
There was nothing to report.  

 
 

5. To receive updates on ongoing matters:  

a. Wildlife Working Party 

There had been little development sinch the last meeting but it was noted that there had 

been little flooding this year so far.  
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b. Black Shed Update 

Updates were given regarding the following; 

i. Insurance would be covered by PD insurance but would be done in conjunction 

with the parish councils insurance. This would be arranged.  

ii. PPE would be purchased by the parish council.  

iii. There was no legal requirement to have a bat survey carried out but a common 

sense approach was needed. Evidence or non-evidence of bats was needed by 

photos and logged.  

iv. An electrician had been contacted by PD and was happy to help.  

v. PD was seeking quotes for  damp proof.  

vi. The Boatyard were happy for their facilities to be used. Photos of the distance 

was needed.  

vii. A schedule of works would be drawn up and shared for GN to allocate names 

once NS had collated names of volunteers.  

viii. It was hoped that a mid to late March start date could be arranged.  

ix. It was suggested that a ‘Just Giving’ page could be set up to raise funds for the 

works to the Black Shed. This would be considered and advice taken to ensure 

that this was allowed.  

 

 

c. New Victory Hall Update 

DD reported that the hall bookings were going well. The accumulation of solar panels 

had been altered as it was dependant on acquiring some land and negotiations hadn’t 

been completed on this. The recently held community breakfast raised £1310.04 which 

would be split 50/50 with the Motor Neurone Association. A ‘Bands Together’ evening in 

was being held in February. The AGM was being held on the evening of 31st March and 

there were vacancies for trustees.  
 

 

6. Correspondence 

There had been no correspondence.  

 

7. Water treatment results 

It had been difficult to get a response regarding this but it would be chased.   

 

8. Grasscutting contract 

The current grasscutting contract with Lowthers was agreed for 2025 and the Staithe cutting 

was also agreed with the current contractor.  

 

9. Combined meeting with Broadland Future Initiatives and Neatishead PC 

This would be held on 20th February 2025 at 7.15pm and would be a public meeting. It would 

be held Immediately before the Neatishead Parish Council meeting and would last 

approximately 30-40 minutes. This would be advertised on the website.  

 

10. Boatyard boundary 

GN shared recent communication with Cox’s Boatyard, Natural England and Broads Authority. 

It had been left for Eric Bishop from the Boatyard to take this further and he would inform GN 

and the parish council of any developments.   
 

  

11. Policies 

The Co-Option Policy was reviewed and was AGREED subject to deleting a sentence at item 

4.  
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12. Highways 

There were no additional highways issues.  
 

 

13. Finance 

a. The financial statement was noted.  

b. The recycling credits payments had been received.   

c. The following payments were agreed for the Parish Council: 

d. The following payments were agreed for the Charities. 

e. It was agreed that the insurance renewal should be for 3 years. It was agreed that the 

amount for the defibrillators should be increased to £4500. It was also suggested that 

the liability for volunteers and work parties should be double checked.  

f. The budget for 2025 was AGREED.  

g. The precept request for 2025/2026 was agreed at £12,000.  

 

14. Planning 

There were no planning issues.  

 

15. Items for next agenda or for Communities Charity meeting 

None at present.  
 

 

16. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 18 March 2025 

 

 

Meeting ended at 9pm 

 

 

ACTIONS 

 

Item Number Action By Whom 

5b Black Shed insurance NL / PD 

 Black Shed schedule of works PD 

 PPE purchase AW 

 Photos of Boatyard facilities in relation to 
Black Shed 

GN 

 Just Giving Page NL 

7 Information regarding water treatment 
survey results 

NL / GN 

9. BFI meeting – advertise on website NL 

11. Put co-option policy on website NL 

13. Insurance NL 

13. Precept – inform NNDC NL 

 


